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Did You Know? 

 Imagine having a toothache so 
severe, it becomes life 
threatening, simply because 
the dentists in your country 
have not been properly 
trained. For those living in 
countries with little or no 
access to proper dental care, 
easily curable dental diseases 
can deteriorate into serious 
conditions — like the one 
Samory experienced when 

 

 Mercy Ships arrived in Conakry, Guinea in August of 2018 with 

plans to provide life-changing medical care to those in need. 

During our time in Conakry, Mercy Ships has been able to offer 

direct medical services, training, and renovations thanks to the 

hard work of volunteers and the support of our dedicated 

partners.  

When we arrived in port, we had planned to perform between 

2,000 and 2,500 life-changing surgeries onboard the Africa 

Mercy. So far, over 2,300 surgical procedures have been 

performed, with many more scheduled in the final weeks of our 

time in Guinea. 

It is thanks to the generosity of our corporate partners that our 

volunteers are able to remove deadly facial tumors, repair 

orthopedic maladies, restore sight, fix cleft lips and palates, offer 

urgently needed dental treatments, and provide surgical repair 

for women injured in childbirth.  

In countries like Guinea, these surgeries are miracles for the 

people who pray for them. Thank you for helping to bring hope 

and healing to those who need it most.   

 Mercy Ships: Who We Are 
 

Mercy Ships uses state-of-the-art hospital ships to 

transform lives and serve nations one at a time. 

We are so thankful for your partnership in bringing 

hope and healing! 

 Port: Dakar, Senegal 

Population: 14,320,055 

Human Development 

Index Ranking: 160/ 

188 

Physicians: Less than 1 

per 10,000 people 

 

 The Africa Mercy will set sail for Senegal this August 

to begin our 10-month field service to serve those 

in need. With a population of over 14 million, 

healthcare can be difficult to find. Mercy Ships 

plans to improve these odds by providing quality 

healthcare and training during our time in port.  

Our professional medical volunteers plan to 

provide over 1,000 free surgeries to people in need. 

Mercy Ships also plans to train hundreds of local 

healthcare providers in courses focusing on surgical 

skills, anesthesia, trauma care and much more.  

To find out more about our mission to bring hope 

and healing to the people of Senegal, visit our 

website: www.mercyships.org  
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 courses to faculty and students at the Gamal Abdel Nasser University — the only dental school in Guinea. This training contains practical 
and relevant projects that demonstrate and impart knowledge, skills, and a compassionate, professional attitude to each participant. 

“Working with the dentists and dental students has been a mutually beneficial learning project,” Dr. Ugai said. “The dentists and students 
are very equipped and motivated to provide excellent care for their patients… It has been a privilege and honor to work alongside these 
very skilled professionals.”  

After the field service ends in June of 2019, Mercy Ships will hand over a renovated, equipped, and fully functioning dental clinic to the 
university. Designed so that future generations of Guinean dentists are properly equipped to provide quality care to patients, people like 
Samory will no longer suffer from preventable dental problems. 

 

 his toothache evolved into a facial tumor. Having grown up in a rural village, Samory 
knew that there was little chance he would be able to seek medical attention for his 
tumor.  

“The worst part was knowing that it was only going to get worse because there was 
nothing we could do,” Samory said. “When I thought of my future, I was scared.” 

Eventually, Samory made the journey to Conakry hoping to find help. When he reached 
the city, he heard the good news he so desperately needed — a hospital ship with 
volunteer medical professionals had arrived! After being approved for an operation on 
the Africa Mercy, Samory’s dreams of the future no longer seemed so distant. 

After his surgery, Samory looked in the mirror and saw the smile he remembered from 
his youth. He was finally free from pain! 

For many people in Guinea, simple dental procedures are almost impossible to find. 
However, the Mercy Ships Dental Clinic is working to change that, by training local 
dental students in a hands-on learning environment. 

Lead dentist Dr. David Ugai, a volunteer from Woodbury, MN, heads up the Mercy Ships 
Medical Capacity Building (MCB) program in dentistry, which aims to enhance the 
standards of care within African partner healthcare institutions.  

Currently, a team consisting of Dr. Ugai and 13 Mercy Ships volunteers, is partnering 
with the Guinean Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene to provide mentoring and  

 

 Through our Capacity Building 

programs, Mercy Ships strives to 

improve the healthcare infrastructure 

within our host country. Our medical 

volunteers provide training in 

dentistry, medical care, and surgery to 

local doctors and medical 

professionals.   

We can see first-hand the effects of 

those programs in Conakry, Guinea. 

Thanks to previous mentoring that 

took place on the Africa Mercy, over 

323 surgeries have been conducted in 

the past 2 years by local surgeons. 

“People have told me that doing any 

kind of mentoring in poor countries just 

doesn’t work- but I beg to differ. We 

are in one of the poorest nations on 

earth and it’s working. They are taking 

care of their own people. I’m very 

excited about that.” 

-Dr. Gary Parker, Chief Medical Officer 

& Maxillofacial Surgeon 
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